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I love California Cabernet. And, while many

winemaking regions produce excellent

examples of this noble red grape, for me

there is nothing like a glass of Napa Valley

Cab. Obviously, I’m not the only big fan

as Cabernet Sauvignon is the most widely

planted red grape in Napa Valley, where

it is called the king of red wine grapes.

The most famous wine region in

California, Napa Valley began

winemaking in the 1830’s when

George C. Yount recognized the areas

wine grape growing potential and

planted vineyards in what today is

know as Yountville. In 1861, Charles

Krug founded the first commercial

winery and by the late 1880’s Napa

Valley had more than 160 vineyards.

In the early 1900’s, Napa Valley

experienced two devastating blows;

the infestation of phylloxera, a root

louse which killed many of the areas

vines, and prohibition. While these

two events shut down many wineries

and halted the areas wine industry, it

was only a temporary setback. After

WWII wine production took off again.

Napa’s wine industry continued to blossom,

but it was not until 1976 that the region saw

national recognition and acclaim when Stags Leap

Wine Cellars 1973 S.L.V. Cabernet Sauvignon took top

prize in the Paris Tasting, beating many renowned Bordeaux wines

and shocking wine experts around the world.

Today, the area boasts over 250 wineries and has more than 40,000

acres of vineyards. The climate, soil and growing conditions lend

themselves beautifully to growing a variety of top-quality wine grapes

including Merlot, Chardonnay, Cabernet Sauvignon, Pinot Noir,

Sauvignon Blanc, Viognier, Zinfandel and Syrah among others.

However, for the most part it is the reds that truly stand out with 70%

of the land planted to red grape varieties, nearly half of which are

Cabernet Sauvignon.

For me, what sets Napa Valley Cabernet apart from others is its

robust, yet accessible style. I find that many Cabernet based wines

from other regions need years of aging to truly be enjoyed. While

Napa Cabernet certainly have the ability to age 10 years plus, most

are still round and supple enough to enjoy young.

Cabernet Sauvignon is a complex grape capable of producing wines

that age beautifully. While their aromas and flavors vary from region

to region, common descriptors include cherry, black currant, cedar,

cassis, spice, tobacco, fresh herbs, bell pepper, mint and leather.

Young California Cabernet is the perfect match for grilled

steak and pot roast, while an older mellow

Cabernet will compliment prime rib, lamb

and veal chops. Napa Cabernet also pairs

well with cheeses including Brie, Danish

Blue, Camembert and Sharp Cheddar.

710 Veterans Blvd. • 834-8216
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by Butch Steadman

Dorignac’s Director of Wine & Spirits

Napa Valley...King of Cab

Butch’s Napa Valley
Cabernet Picks:

Beaulieu Vineyard (BV) 2003

Rutherford $23.99

Spann Vineyards 2001

Mayacamas Range $34.99

Robert Mondavi Winery 2001

Stags Leap District $39.99

Sterling Vineyards 2001

Diamond Mountain Ranch

$56.99

exhibitions
Note: Galleries and museums having open-
ings this week are indicated with a �.

MUSEUMS
Contemporary Arts Center 900 Camp St.,
528-3805. “Vision/Re-vision: Louisiana
Photography 2006,” through Jan. 14.
Thurs-Sun, 11 a.m. to 4.

New Orleans Museum of Art and the Sydney
and Walda Besthoff Sculpture Garden City
Park, 658-4100. “The New Orleans Arts
and Crafts Club: An Artistic Legacy,” mid-
20th century New Orleans art, opens Sat;
“Carnaval!,” costumes, photos and videos
from eight cultures, and “Echoes of the
Ancient World,” a small-scale exhibit of
Egyptian, Greek and Roman art, with the
permanent collection. Regular hours:
Wed-Sun, 10 a.m. to 4:30. Free to state
residents.

Ogden Museum of Southern Art 925 Camp
St., 539-9600. “From the Studio,” unfi-
nished works by George Dureau; “It’s a
Circus,” expressionist paintings by Arnold
Mesches; “Panorama of the American
Landscape,” paintings by William Dunlap;
and “A Memorial Tribute to Benny An-
drews,” with the permanent collection.
Thurs 11 a.m. to 8; Fri-Sun, 11 a.m. to 4.
Admission $10.

GALLERIES
A Gallery for Fine Photography 241
Chartres St., 568-1313. “A Rare Collec-

tion,” photos by Diane Arbus, through
Jan. 7. Thurs-Mon, noon to 4.

Arthur Roger Gallery 432 Julia St.,
522-1999. “Closer,” paintings by Allison
Stewart, and “The Hurricane Series” by
Debbie Fleming Caffery, through Dec.
Mon-Sat, 10 a.m. to 5.

Arts and Frames Gallery 503 N. Columbia
St., Covington. (985) 867-9080. Holiday-
themed group exhibit, through Jan. 13.
Tues-Sat, 10 a.m. to 4.

Barrister’s Gallery 1724 Oretha Castle Ha-
ley Blvd., 525-2767. “Zen for Bot and Vi-
deobjects,” high-tech art by Patrick
Lighty, through Jan.; and “Cerberus
Drowning,” paintings, drawings and prints
by Michael Fedor, through Dec. Tues-Sat,
11 a.m. to 4.

The Big Top (3 Ring Circus Gallery) 1638
Clio St., 569-2700. “Equus,” charcoal
drawings by Daphne Loney, through Dec.
Thurs-Sat, 3 to 7.

Brunner Gallery 215 N. Columbia St., Cov-
ington. (985) 893-0444. Group show of
gallery artists including Dennis Campay,
Arless Day and Linda Dautreuil, through
Jan. 3. Wed-Sat, 10 a.m. to 5.

Bryant Galleries 316 Royal St., 525-5584.
“Nights and Rainy Days in New Orleans,”
pastel paintings by Alan Flattmann,
through Dec. Sun-Wed, 10 a.m. to 6;
Thurs-Sat, 10 a.m. to 8.

Callan Fine Art 240 Chartres St.,
524-0025. “A Tale of Two Cities,” paintings
from Venice and New Orleans by Tony
Green, through Sat. Open daily, 11 a.m. to
5.

Carol Robinson Gallery 840 Napoleon Ave.,
895-6130. Annual Christmas exhibit, fea-
turing Renaissance miniatures by
Christina Goodman, through Dec. Tues-
Fri, 10 a.m. to 4; Sat, 10:30 a.m. to 4.

Cole Pratt Gallery 3800 Magazine St.,
891-6789. New paintings by Gustave
Blache and Susan Downing White, and
photos by George Yerger and Leslie Addi-
son, through Dec. Tues-Sat, 10 a.m. to 5.

d.o.c.s. gallery 709 Camp St., 524-3936.
“Optical Delusion,” sculpture by Denice
Bizot, through Jan. 4. Tues-Sat, 11 to 5.

Farrington-Smith Gallery 2514 St. Claude
Ave., 942-8600. Photographs by Louvier
and Vanessa, Jennifer Shaw and Jean
Laughton, through Jan. 13. Saturdays 10
a.m. to 5.

Fort Isabel Gallery 502 N. Columbia St.,
Covington. (985) 892-1841. “All Small,”
miniature works by gallery artists,
through Dec. Wed-Sat, 10 a.m. to 4.

Gallery Bienvenu 518 Julia St., 525-0518.
Recent sculpture by Pablo Atchugarry
and “Surge”, ceramic sculpture by Jere-
mey Jernegan, (reviewed this issue)
through Dec. 29. Tues-Sat, 10 a.m. to 5.

Galerie Royale 3646 Magazine St.,
894-1588. “Trees of True Color,” paintings
by Mike Klung, through Dec. Mon-Sat,
11:30 a.m. to 6.

Guthrie Contemporary 3815 Magazine St.,
897-2688. Group show with photographs
by Sandy Iteld and Lee Area, through Dec.

See GALLERIES, Page 17

LE PAVILLON HOTEL’S NEW YEAR’S EVE
CELEBRATION IN THE CRYSTAL ROOM

NEW YEAR’S EVE FOUR COURSE MENU
APPETIZER: Jumbo Shrimp on top of Fried Green Tomatoes served 

with a Cocktail and Remoulade  Sauce

SALAD: LePavillon Salad - Seasonal  Baby Greens tossed in a Classic Tomato
Vinaigrette, crumbled Feta Cheese and Toasted Pine Nuts

CHOICE OF ENTREE: Beef Tenderloin Wellington served with a Wild
Mushroom Marchands de Vin Sauce, Grilled Asparagus and Duchesse Potatoes

or
Crabmeat stuffed Grouper topped with a Citrus Hollandaise Sauce served with

Grilled Asparagus and Green Onion Saffron Wild Rice

DESSERT: Decadent Chocolate Creation

LE PAVILLON HOTEL
833 Poydras St.

New Orleans, LA
For Reservations

504-620-8899

EARLY DINNER - 6 PM SEATING
Piano Music by Barbara Lane. $75 per person*

GALA DINNER DANCE - 9 PM SEATING
Open Premium Bar 9:00 PM – 1:00 AM

MUSIC BY THE VIEUX CARRE’ BAND – 7 PIECE DANCE BAND

Featuring music from the Big Band Era, Disco, Motown, 80’s, 90’s
and all your favorites. Party Favors, Champagne Toast and

Balloon Drop at Midnight. $150 per person*

OR

Complimentary Parking*Above Prices do not include tax & gratuity.
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